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DEACONS DIARY 

It snowed….and in that 

instant we moved from 

Fall to Winter.  

Was anyone else stunned 

at how quickly we turned? I rode my bike to work 

on the Monday and on the Wednesday, I was 

sweeping snow off my car! As always, we know 

winter is coming and the anticipation is worse than 

the reality. However, the roads are icy, please take 

care.  

In the last month we have seen people in the 

sanctuary that we haven’t seen except on zoom for 

a long time. You all are cherished, missed and 

loved. And those that aren’t back yet, we continue 

to look forward to the day that we all can be 

together.  

As we come to the end of our calendar year, we 

will look to using the Benevolent funds to bless 

others with Hampers. These will be provided to 

families and friends. If you know of someone that 

would be blessed, please let one of the Deacons 

know so they can be included. If you would like to 

help deliver hampers, please also let us know. 

On the topic of volunteering, if you want to 

volunteer in the work of the church, please let us 

know. Or if you think “I have never been asked”, 

then please let us know! And who is us? Well, 

really anyone. While there is a worship planning 

group or the Deacons, word to anyone that you are 

interested, is better than silence. We’d love to 

include more of you but often ask certain people 

because they are there and easy to ask. There are 

lots of opportunities to serve, we welcome your 

contribution. 

Our Deacon’s meetings continue to be full of 

planning and organizing the work of the church. 

We will start the work of budgeting soon and will 

be looking at including a part time pastor in our 

numbers.  

The Deacons met a few weeks ago to set up the 

framework for a pastoral search committee. That 

group has been struck and will now work on the 

process of finding a part time minister. Please pray 

for this group and the work they will do.  

Our vision group that met through the summer, 

came up with a few physical things that needed to 

be addressed in the church. I hope that at our next 

meeting we can look for something unique to draw 

others in to us or to a unique program. An idea 

that the Deacons have had for December/January 

is to have a “guess who’s coming to dinner”. A 
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chance to include someone you might not usually 

share a meal with. Please stay tuned. 

It came upon the midnight clear, 

That glorious song of old, 

From angels 

bending near the 

earth, 

To touch their harps 

of gold; 

“Peace on the 

earth, good will to all, 

From Heav’n’s all-gracious King.” 

The world in solemn stillness lay, 

To hear the angels sing. 

As we travel the road towards Christmas, we 

reflect on the passage of another year: of sadness 

on the friends who have passed, the joy of new 

life, the hope of life everlasting, the peace of a 

world in turmoil, the love we have for one another 

and Our Lord, Jesus Christ, and the wonder of a 

Season of Light. I do not know where my days go 

and it seems that the weeks are full. And yet, I 

know that our Lord is there and present in my life. 

Please take time as you are able to call a friend 

and even someone that you don’t usually call. We 

are all delighted to receive those calls. 

I pray that you are all able to join us for our 

Advent Services and the Christmas Eve service. 

Peace,           

  Sheila Mitchell-Dueck 

Chair, Deacons Board. 

A special welcome to Hiparco and Carlos -  new 

friends that joined us on Zoom for the last year or 

so from Nicaragua. Hiparco has come to study 

and Carlos has come to work. Pray for their 

transition as they move out of isolation this past 

week and into life in Winterpeg! 

Pray also for Bob Griffin as he makes changes in 

his life with a move and a change in job location. 

 

COMMISSION CONNECTIONS 

 

TREASURER’S FINANCIAL REPORT AS AT 

OCTOBER 31, 2021 

October 2021 shows a NET INCOME of $3,219. 

This is the result of Net Revenue of $12,113 and 

Net Expenses of $8,894. 

Our Year to Date Net Income is at $44,615 but 

we have also received $15,000 in MB Bridge 

COVID Grant money. Therefore, if we did not 
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account for the Grant money, the YTD Net income 

would be $29,615 to the end of September. 

We want to thank Bob Barber, Barbara Lyons and 

Tina, our bookkeeper, for keeping our finances in 

check. A continued reminder that all invoices and 

expense reports should be submitted through the B

-FBC email and the start of the subject line should 

read: B-FBC and an explanation. Eg. B-FBC: 

Poulin’s invoice. This helps Tina sort emails from 

us. 

 

 

Please contact the Peggi Talbot if you have any 

questions, comments and/or concerns. 

In His Service, I remain.     Peggi Talbot 

Acting Treasurer for Deacons B-FBC 

GIVING IN A TIME OF PANDEMIC 

You may be wondering about how to continue 

your donations. during this period of time. 

Donations are still vital as the church still needs to 

pay its bills and meet its financial obligations. The 

best way to do this is to sign up with the monthly 

automatic donation program. Please call Bob 

Barber at 204-275-1803 for instructions on how to 

sign up.  

If you would like to make a single donation, please 

contact broadwayfirst.treasurer@gmail.com for 

instructions on how to make an Interac e-Transfer.  

You may also mail a cheque to the church or drop 

your envelope in the secure church mail slot 

(though there may be some delay in processing).  

 
Copyright © 2015 Harper Collins Christian Publishing 

 

MISSION AND OUTREACH  

Andre Sibomana – Our Partner in Mission 

Below is a short update from the field. 

“Dear Friends at Broadway Baptist Church. Hope 

you are keeping well as a church but also 

individual families. Thanks for praying for me, 

when I was sick. I got better now. I am writing 

from Juba, in South Sudan. As CBM Team in 

Africa, we had been praying to God to open doors 

to be able to stand in solidarity with Brothers and 

Sisters from the Baptist church there. This past 

2021 August September October 

TOTAL 

REVENUE 

$7,560 $8,311 $12,113 

TOTAL  $3,277 $4,097 $8,894 

INCOME 

(DEFICIT) 

$4,283 $4,214 $3,219 

mailto:broadwayfirst.treasurer@gmail.com
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week, we mainly visited the internally displaced 

people, who fled the inter-ethnic conflicts. We 

have been shocked by the hardships they are going 

through. But on the other note, God is at work 

there in that beautiful country, the church, in 

partnership with CBM and CFGB, has been doing 

food assistance and relief to people in different 

parts of the country. The security is being restored, 

but there are more signs of fragility on National 

level and individually because of trauma that they 

faced in the conflicts that happened few years ago. 

Join us in the prayers for a quick recovery of the 

country and healing for people. I will certainly 

come back with longer ministry updates before 

Christmas. 

All blessings to you as we anticipate the 

celebration of the Coming of the Prince of Peace” 

Andre. 

Please continue to pray for André as well as for 

his wife and their family in Rwanda.  

If you wish to contact André, his email address is: 

asibomana@cbmin.org if you’d rather use snail 

mail his mailing address is P.O. Box 7479, Kigali, 

Rwanda. You can even Skype with André at 

Sibomana.andre1 

Hopeful Gifts Catalogue 

There is still time to make a lasting impact this 

Christmas season. CBM invites you to explore 

their gift catalogue, Hopeful Gifts for Change. 

From education to justice to poverty reduction, to 

building the church, you’ll find a gift that ignites 

your passion. Want to know more? Go to https://

www.cbmin.org/hopefulgifts/ 

 

Peggi Talbot (CBM Champion) 

 

RECONNECTIONS 

(selections from November services and other 

pieces of information which bear repeating) 

 

CONGRATULATIONS 

To Maribette Dahl who will be 100 years young 

on Nov. 27th. We look forward to hearing more 

about her celebrations in next month’s newsletter.

 

 

mailto:asibomana@cbmin.org
https://www.cbmin.org/hopefulgifts/
https://www.cbmin.org/hopefulgifts/
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MOB MEETING 

The Men 

of 

Broadway 

(MOB) 

held their 

monthly breakfast meeting on November 13. 

Besides Bob Griffin's excellent cooking, we were 

blessed with Brent Lyons' update on the 

agricultural training 

institute he has been 

helping to launch in 

Ethiopia. Linked to 

a new university, it 

will enable the local 

agricultural community to enhance the production 

of suitable crops using innovative but readily 

applied technologies. While in Ethiopia and on 

behalf of the union of which he is a member, Brent 

coordinated the delivery of needed food supplies 

to the nearby community. 

While in 

Ethiopia Brent 

also met with 

and witnessed 

to a group of challenged youth to encourage 

appropriate behavioral, attitudinal and spiritual 

adjustments. 

The MOB will meet next in January 2022 

featuring Jason Peters and his work with youth in 

our city. Due to COVID-19 restrictions this year, 

the MOB will not be hosting their annual 

Christmas Dinner.     

Lloyd Talbot 

STAYING CONNECTED 

During December, if you need to contact the 

church, please leave a message on the church 

phone (204-783-4413). The answering machine is 

monitored every day at regular intervals. 

If anyone needs a phone call to chat, call Peggi 

Talbot 204-981-1725. This is her way of visiting 

during the pandemic. 

SERVICES ON LINE 

COVID-19 restrictions keep changing yet - our 

provincial response level is still 

‘RESTRICTED’ (orange). In early November, 

Public Health Orders were updated and permit 

regular religious services to be held in regular 

places of worship if (a) the number of persons 

attending does not exceed 25 persons or 33% of 

the usual capacity of the premises, whichever is 

greater; and (b) measures are implemented to 

ensure that persons attending the service are 

reasonably able to maintain a separation of at least 

two metres from other persons at the service, other 

than persons who reside at the same private 
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residence. Masks must be worn at all times, 

especially when there may be some adults or 

children under 12 who are not fully immunized 

present. It is nice to welcome back some of our 

number to the sanctuary and we hope to see even 

more of our members there in the near future, 

meanwhile, we continue to hold blended Sunday 

services via Zoom. The Sunday services are 

recorded and once posted are accessible through 

our Facebook group (you must be logged on to 

Facebook to access this page) or the church 

website for those who missed the service live or 

wish to revisit one or more of them at a later date.  

Links for recent services can be found on the by 

following the recorded services link (https://

broadwayfirst.org/services).  

We continue to 

extend a big thank 

you to everyone 

who is involved in 

planning, hosting, 

reading scripture, or 

preaching during these services. Thanks also to 

those who have been involved in providing music, 

recording and posting the services. It is a lot of 

work, however, much appreciated by all. 

ZOOM PROTOCOLS 

Thank you for joining us on Zoom. 

· Please always ensure you are muted during the 
service.  

· Please remember that you can turn off your 
camera if you need to move around. 

· Both of these icons are usually in the bottom 

left corner of your screen.  

· And if you are going to be late signing on, it 
is a good idea to make sure your microphone 
is muted upon entry.  

 

TRACING CONTACTS AND KEEPING 

PEOPLE SAFE DURING PANDEMIC TIMES 

Sunday Services 

Just a reminder that we continue to do our due 

diligence to be able to contact people who come to 

the church and might become 

exposed to this virus. Due to current 

restrictions Sunday services 

continue in Zoom format and the 

sanctuary is restricted as per provincial health 

guidelines. Please continue to monitor provincial 

guidelines for changes in restrictions and 

protocols.  

During the Week 

If you come to the church on weekdays (Monday - 

Friday) or on Saturday, you will find a poster on 

the Walnut Street entrance with a QR code on it. 

Please scan this QR code with your cell phone and 

a form will pop up for you to fill out your name 

and contact information. If you don't have a cell 

phone and arrive between the hours of 8:30 AM - 

7:00 PM, ring the doorbell and someone from the 

Coach program will bring you a paper sign-in 

sheet. The Wpg. School Division requires the  

https://broadwayfirst.org/services
https://broadwayfirst.org/services
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sign-in to protect their students and staff and also everyone who comes into the building. We, as a 

church, have the moral obligation to comply.  

A paper sign-in sheet will also be available at the 

church office door for those who don't have a cell phone and arrive after 7:00 PM or on Saturdays. 

This procedure is NOT OPTIONAL. We are required to be able to trace back people who come to our 

public building as per Manitoba Public Health requirements.  

Let's keep each other safe!  

GET INVOLVED IN YOUR BOOKMARK! 

For the past 3 years, our bookmark with suggested Bible readings has followed this format.  

Front: Artwork of a representation of God or Christ, and a prayer written 

by one of our foremothers or forefathers in the Christian faith. 

Reverse: Bible readings chosen from the Vanderbilt University 

Lectionary using the format of Old Testament, Epistle, Psalm, Gospel, 

with extra readings for Holy Days. 

For the year 2022, the theme for the "prayer" section will be "Psalm-Of-The Month". Please take the 

opportunity to submit your favourite Psalm to be used. Keep in mind that space issues only allow for 8

-10 verses to be printed (so please - not all of Psalm 119 ☺). Choose the verses you would like and the 

Bible version you prefer, otherwise, the default will be the New International Version (NIV). 

Please send your requests to bfbc.news@gmail.com with the subject line of "Bookmark" for the new 

year by Jan 2, 2022 (deadline for the January issue of Connections) 

 

SCHEDULES FOR NOVEMBER (Sunday Services at 10:30 AM) 

DATE SERVICE HOST SPEAKER SCRIPTURE READER ZOOM HOST 

Dec 5 Paul Gittel Hank Dixon Sheila Mitchell-Dueck Alice-Marie Dyck 

Dec12 Brent Lyons Lessons & Carols Hank Dixon Sheila Mitchell-Dueck 

Dec 19 Bob Griffin Charlene McAlpin Margaret Mitchell Jon Hunt 

Dec 26 Jon Hunt Bob Griffin Gaye Miller Alice-Marie Dyck 

mailto:bfbc.news@gmail.com
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Coordinators: 

Greeters and Ushers – Jon Hunt 

Coffee – Hospitality – Bob Griffin 

Scripture Readers – Susan Stevenson 

 

 

 

LOL* CONNECTIONS 

(*in teckie talk ‘laugh out loud’ or as I prefer to 

think of it ‘lots of love’)  

· By failing to prepare, You are preparing to 

fail.      Benjamin Franklin 

· With the exception of world unrest, nothing 
breaks out in more places than an old garden 
hose.                Anon. 

· Things on the whole are much faster in 
America. People don’t “Stand for Election”, 
they “Run for Office.”          Jessica Mitford 

· Letting someone know that you need help is a 
true show of strength.            Becca Woods 

· Put your heart, mind and soul into even your 
smallest task. This is the secret of success. 

Swami Sivananda 

· One always has time enough if one will apply 
it well.          Johann Wolfgang Von Goethe 

· You look ridiculous if you dance. You look 
ridiculous if you don’t dance. So you might as 
well dance.           Gertrude Stein 

· The quieter you become, the more you are 
able to hear.     Rumi 

Submitted by: Sandra Nickerson 

 

 
Copyright © 2015 Harper Collins Christian Publishing 

 

 

COMMUNITY CONNECTIONS 

STAMPS 

Reminder: Please continue to 

collect your used stamps for Lynda 

Dick. She will be happy to  receive 

them from you once we have 

finished flattening the curve and can meet again in 

person. Money raised through the sale of these 

stamps is sent to CBM and is used by them for 

various special mission projects.  
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A BLAST FROM THE PAST  

 

Evelyn Ward 

DeRoo recently 

sent a page from 

The London 

Advertiser from Thursday August 5, 1897 

concerning the announcement of the death by 

drowning of Rev Alexander Grant, Pastor of First 

Baptist Church in Winnipeg.  

If you would like to read entire article (or any of 

the others on the same page), follow this link 

https://www.canadiana.ca/view/

oocihm.N_00255_189707/136?r=0&s=3 and look 

for the headline “Drowned!” at the top of centre 

column. Note: You will need to zoom in on the 

column to be able to read it. Thanks to Alice-

Marie for forwarding the information. 

 

SPECIAL CONNECTIONS 

 

CHRISTMAS PRESENT SUGGESTION 

 

‘A Lifer’s Journey: Prison 

Chaplaincy from the Inside Out’ by 

Hank Dixon 

Now available locally from McNally Robinson 

(Grant Park) at https://

www.mcnallyrobinson.com/9781777666828/hank

-dixon/a-lifers-journey?blnBKM=1 or in Kindle or 

paperback formats from Amazon at: https://

www.amazon.ca/dp/B095V2W911/ref=sr_1_1?

dchild=1&keywords=A+lifer%

27s+journey&qid=1621985162&sr=8-1 

 

ADVENT AND CHRISTMAS OPPORTUNITIES 

 

Nov. 28 – Advent 1 – Join us for Sunday 

worship @ 10:30am when Charlene McAlpin 

brings us the message 

Dec. 4 – Guess Who is Coming for Dinner and 

Caroling in the Wolseley community 

 

Remember “Guess Who is coming for Dinner??” 

This is your chance to invite someone to dinner on 

December 4  (or a convenient day) 

Share a meal with friends from our church 

community or neighbourhood. As we are not able 

to join together for our Annual Christmas dinner, 

instead we can share a meal in our homes in 

person or virtually using messenger video chat, 

facetime, skype or even telephone  

 

https://www.canadiana.ca/view/oocihm.N_00255_189707/136?r=0&s=3
https://www.canadiana.ca/view/oocihm.N_00255_189707/136?r=0&s=3
https://www.mcnallyrobinson.com/9781777666828/hank-dixon/a-lifers-journey?blnBKM=1
https://www.mcnallyrobinson.com/9781777666828/hank-dixon/a-lifers-journey?blnBKM=1
https://www.mcnallyrobinson.com/9781777666828/hank-dixon/a-lifers-journey?blnBKM=1
https://www.amazon.ca/dp/B095V2W911/ref=sr_1_1?dchild=1&keywords=A+lifer%27s+journey&qid=1621985162&sr=8-1
https://www.amazon.ca/dp/B095V2W911/ref=sr_1_1?dchild=1&keywords=A+lifer%27s+journey&qid=1621985162&sr=8-1
https://www.amazon.ca/dp/B095V2W911/ref=sr_1_1?dchild=1&keywords=A+lifer%27s+journey&qid=1621985162&sr=8-1
https://www.amazon.ca/dp/B095V2W911/ref=sr_1_1?dchild=1&keywords=A+lifer%27s+journey&qid=1621985162&sr=8-1
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Then bundle up and join the Christmas carolers 

at the church for a sing-a-long in the 

neighbourhood at 6:30pm followed by hot apple 

cider and more singing at the church (check with 

Kent or Raymond and watch upcoming Sunday 

bulletins for additional information) 

 

 

Dec. 5 Advent 2 @ 10:30am – Join us as Hank 

Dixon brings us the message 

Dec. 12 Advent 3 @ 10:30 am – Join us for 

Lessons and Carols 

Dec. 19 Advent 4 @ 10:30 am – Join us as 

Charlene McAlpin brings us the message  

Dec. 24 @ 7:00 pm – Join us for our 

Candlelight Christmas Eve service 

Dec. 26 @ 10:30 am - This is our informal 

service with lots of singing. Those in the 

sanctuary will be able to request their favourite 

hymns in person. For those who watch by Zoom, 

don’t despair – if you send your hymn requests to 

Bob Griffin by December 25th they will be 

considered as well. We will likely not be able to 

sing all the requests, however, we will do our best 

to include as many as possible. If we don't get any 

requests, Kent and Bob will pick the hymns. 

 

 

 

Here is an opportunity for 

Advent produced by 

Ontario and Quebec 

women with our Heartland 

Baptist Women - Carol Parsons. Check it out - 

https://www.facebook.com/118232021614297/

posts/4166457423458383/?d=n 

 

BRENT LYONS REPORTS ON ETHIOPIA TRIP 

Brent Lyons travelled to Ethiopia 

from October 14th through 30th. 

One purpose was to help deliver 

agricultural seminars at the site of 

the planned university at the town 

of Woliso, similar to what was 

done in 2019. A second purpose was to participate 

in a relief distribution. A grant had been obtained 

from the Social Justice Fund of the Agriculture 

Union Component of the Public Service Alliance 

of Canada, the Union for his workplace. The third 

purpose was to visit some agricultural 

developments and research stations. More time 

became available for that due to his original flight 

home on the evening of October 23rd being 

cancelled and return delayed until the evening of 

October 29th. 

Brent had founded 

a non-profit 

corporation, Bethel 

Agricultural 

Association 

(Canada) Inc. (BAAC) following the 2019 trip. 

https://www.facebook.com/118232021614297/posts/4166457423458383/?d=n
https://www.facebook.com/118232021614297/posts/4166457423458383/?d=n
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The corporation contracted the Ethiopian 

organization to deliver the relief goods, which 

included basic food such as wheat flour, oil, salt 

and other supplies such as liquid detergent and 

COVID masks. We were able to provide this 

assistance to 120 households. The amounts were 

substantial, about 32 kilograms each. Some 

recipients remarked that they did not expect to 

receive that much.  

After the 

seminar, 

there was 

some free 

time in the 

capital city, 

Addis 

Ababa. Addis Ababa is a large city, with estimates 

as high as five million people living there. Traffic 

is very congested, so it is slow and difficult to get 

around. Meetings were held, and a base was laid 

for further work in developing the University. 

Participants went to Korah, which is a slum which 

originated near a leper colony and hospital. A 

mission there rescues women from the street, and 

they make a living designing and weaving baskets, 

pot holders, etc., from a strong Ethiopian grass. 

Another larger mission with more than one 

building rescues boys from the street and gives 

them a safe place to live. Thirdly, Sabahar is an 

organization that employs a number of Ethiopians 

in weaving traditional items. They work in Eri 

silk, cotton, linen and wool. This is a commercial 

enterprise which is fair trade, pays wages well 

above the normal, provides benefits to workers, 

and which was created by a Canadian. 

On Friday and Saturday evening, October 22 and 

23, the American delegation returned home. Brent 

and one Canadian board member remained, and 

toured agricultural facilities. One facility is south 

and east of the capital, and had been originated by 

a Dutch organization. There is irrigation available, 

and they currently have a dairy and broiler 

chickens. One young worker expressed the need 

for training so that he could do better. 

Another facility was a government agricultural 

station north and west of the city, at a relatively 

high altitude. Barley breeding plots were visited, 

and we toured with two young barley breeders. 

The grain heads on all of the varieties under 

testing were large. Ethiopia has genetic resources 

as a centre of origin for a number of crops. Canada 

grows two row and six row barley. Ethiopia also 

has types known as irregular barley and deficient 

barley.  

If you would like to 

know more about any 

of these enterprises, 

please contact Brent. 

He would be happy to 

share his observations 

as well as the report 

from the Ethiopian 

organization with you. 
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Link for video of Orval’s memorial service, held 

Nov. 20th at B-FBC is available on YouTube at: 

https://www.youtube.com/watch?v=gV0qy89gkIo 

 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 

 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 

 
 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

Handbell Choir music stand pennants 

commissioned by Orval Voakes 

https://www.youtube.com/watch?v=gV0qy89gkIo
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CHANGE OF ADDRESS 

Effective immediately 

Bob Griffin has moved to:  

16-455 Osborne St 

Winnipeg, MB 

R3L 2A4 

Phone number and email remain the same 

 

Please remember in prayer: 

Betty Chalmers 

Maribette Dahl 

Frank Gray 

 

Those who are or have been in hospital 

recently or are convalescing at home. 

Bill Dyck 

Byron Elsey 

Ravi George 

Beryl Gray 

Virginia Hart 

Alan McCracken 

Viv Rees 

Those who serve as caregivers for the above: 

their needs often go unnoticed and 

unsupported, 

and all of us doing our bit and social/physical 

distancing 

A phone call or short note instead of a visit 

wouldn’t go amiss with some of them either –  

when was the last time you ‘connected’?  

Photo credits: Bob Griffin, Sheila Mitchell-Dueck, 

Peggi Talbot, Susan Stevenson 

 

 

 

 

 

Letters to the Editor can be sent to: 

bfbc.news@gmail.com 

Subject Line: Letters to the Editor 

Or by mail to: 

The Editor, B-FBC Connections 
790 Honeyman Avenue 
Winnipeg MB R3G 0Y1 

 
(Published letters may be edited for 

length) 

 
Deadline for Jan. 2022 issue of Connections  

is Jan. 2  
Deadline for Feb. 2022 issue of Connections  

is Jan. 23rd  
Deadline for Mar. 2021 issue of Connections  

is Feb. 20th  
 

Avoid the rush and send your submissions to: 
bfbc.news@gmail.com 

well in advance of the monthly deadline  

mailto:bfbc.news@gmail.com
mailto:bfbc.news@gmail.com
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The Back Page 

THOUGHTS ON CHRISTMAS 

 

I surprised myself when I discovered that over the years, I have never written about Christmas; I have 

written about gifts, hope and seasons, but never Christmas. I am now in that age bracket known as elderly. I 

can reflect on so many Yuletide seasons, and they were all different. There was the childhood magic of 

waiting an eternity for the special day to arrive – weeks seemed like months and days like weeks until 

THAT day dawned. Awake early before sunrise and wiggle your toes at the end of the bed – yes, there is 

something there, but I dare not investigate as it is too early – but when is it sufficiently early enough on that 

dawning day? The season had started with a group of us boys, caroling outside people’s homes, and being 

awarded a few pennies to go away and bother someone else. The shops festooned with Christmas garlands, 

and the shoppers darting from store to store to seek out the best treasures. But what is 

Christmas? Gifts galore, tables groaning under the weight of the festive fare or, 

perhaps, the quiet solitude of being alone – remembering and wondering. Christmas 

has so many facets, but is founded on a celebration that is often hidden under the bright 

lights and the urging to spend, spend and spend. A long time ago, in Bethlehem a tiny 

babe was born, nothing special but a boy baby – did I say nothing special? This was 

the Christ child, born in a stable, but born to change the world. We read that there were Shepherds, Wise 

Men and Angels on hand, worshiping this baby, who on that very day gave us the gift of Christmas – this is 

the event that is overshadowed by the commercialism of the season, and we need to step aside, let the world 

pass us by. Christ’s arrival in the world gave us this season, not a Happy Holiday, but a Merry and Happy 

Christmas as we sing carols, and worship our God who sent his Son, Jesus, to save the world. Let us be 

joyful as we celebrate the gift, that indeed, keeps on giving.  

May your Christmas be full of peace, love and caring.       

      Musings by Viv Rees 


